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3 March 1935 ’ 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: 


At a meeting at the Embassy Residence on 1 March 19$$, at 
■which Secretary Dulses* Mr. Walter Robertson, Mr. Kenneth Young, 

Ambassador Collins, Mr. Kidder, Mr. Barrows, General O' Daniel, Mr. 

Hoyt Price, Mr. Stansbury, Mr. Potter, and Admiral Stump were 
present, the following items were discussed. 

1. Import permits: The problem of import permits wqs explained 

to the Secretary and the French position with reference to them pointed 
out in detail. Ambassador Collins and Mr. Barrows are both in favor 
.of going ahead with our plans for supporting the Vietnamese in their 
plan for issuance of import permits at once and not delaying their 
issuance as requested by the French. Mr. Young said that FQA Washington 
also feels that every effort should be made to expedite the flow of imports 
into Vietnam in order to prevent inflation. The flow of imports through 
normal pipeline takes a considerable length of time and hence delay 
wherever possible should be avoided. Secretary Dulles supported this 
position and directed that a cable be sent to the Department pointing 
put his support if other factors with which he might not be familiar 

npt. affect the local outlook on this problem. « 

2* • The Ambassador brought to the Secretary’s attention the growing 
M^conomic and ^agricultural problems which the Viet Minh are facing in North 
.^Vietnam, and, .indicated that apparently as a result of these problems, the 
$ ar 5 now wooing South Vietnam and suggesting that riprial. trade :: 
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relations be established between^ eft^o halves of the divided country. , 

The Ambassador pointed out the "pros and cons" of supporting such $ 
relationship or not supporting it> and indicated that undoubtedly fche 
question •would attain greater importance in the near future. He pointed 
out that we certainly did not want to help the Viet Minh out of any 
financial or economic difficulties which they may face. On the other 
hand, it is quite probable that South Vietnam would not want any of their 
country-men to starve to death because of a rice shortage in North 
Vietnam. The objective of aiding the North Vietnamese, however, would be 
twofold: 

(a) Humanitarian, and 

(b) Propaganda. 

3. The Ambassador informed the Secretary of his request that Paris 
make certain points (relative to the Binh Xuyen cohtrol of police in 

j 

Saigon-Cholon ) to Bao Dai when the letter from the President was delivered 
tp Bao Dai. The Ambassador was surprised that the Secretary had not been 
kept apprised of this matter by the State Department. It appears that the 
Department has authorized Paris to make these points to Bao Dai. 

lj. The Ambassador also informed the Secretary of the question arising 
concerning the insistence on the part of the Viet Minh that Communist shipping 
: be utilized to transport certain refugees from the North to the South. The 

t '■ purpose of this portion of the Conference was to keep the Secretary in- 
formed of developments in this area. 
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